
 

The REDS card 
 

The REDS card is a gift card scheme devised to boost the rural economy. Card holders can spend in any 

registered business, which will be restricted to those in rural Scotland. Cards can be spent in person in 

the business, or online. Giving a REDS card really supports the rural economy by ensuring the funds are 

spent there.  

There is evidence that these schemes bring new customers to participating businesses, and also that 

cardholders tend to spend more than the value of the card, contributing additional revenue. 

 

As well as being highlighted on the REDS directory listings, there is a dedicated website for the REDS 

card at www.RuralScotlandGiftCard.scot where cardholders can find the current list of participating 

businesses, and also check the balance on their card. Cards can be bought individually from that site and 

the recipient receives the full value (i.e. a card bought for £50 has £50 value on it). The cards are sold at 

a fixed value and are not reloadable. As well as direct sales through the website, GrowBiz will target 

corporate sales to larger businesses, to be given for example as staff recognition and there may also be 

some physical outlets where the cards are on sale.  

There is no cost for participating businesses to be part of the scheme. All they need is the ability to 

accept Mastercard payments and the transaction charges are the same as for any debit card. They can 

register to be able to accept online payments using the card as well. Miconex, who administrate the 

program, will handle the “onboarding” process for participating businesses, as well as the administration 

and fulfilment of card sales. 

Similar card schemes run in 40 towns, districts, and areas across the UK, and there is also more 

information on MiConex’s site. Participants will also benefit from additional promotion through the card 

scheme and REDS and GrowBiz newsletters and social media. 

http://www.ruralscotlandgiftcard.scot/
https://www.mi-cnx.com/faq

