
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
GROWBIZ TO SUPPORT ECONOMIC RECOVERY WITH LAUNCH OF SCOTLAND’S 
FIRST DIRECTORY OF RURAL BUSINESSES 
 
Scotland’s specialist rural enterprise support organisation GrowBiz has launched a 
comprehensive directory of the country’s rural and island businesses in a bid to support and 
promote the rural economy.  Rural micro-enterprises across Scotland are being encouraged to 
sign up to access all the benefits that the directory offers. 
 
REDS (Rural Enterprise Directory Scotland) is part of GrowBiz’s Smart Village initiative, and is the 
first online directory of its kind, providing a central reference point for customers, suppliers and 
visitors to find Scottish businesses by geography and sector. It is designed to stimulate 
connection and collaboration between rural businesses that are spread far and wide across the 
country. 
 
GrowBiz CEO, Jackie Brierton said: “Nearly 25% of adults in rural Scotland are self-employed 
(more than twice the rate of urban areas) and challenges such as inconsistent broadband 
coverage, poor transport links and greater distances to food supplies and health services means 
that rural businesses and their communities were already under severe pressure before the 
Coronavirus pandemic.” 
 
“Scotland’s micro-enterprises1 form the backbone of our rural economy and they need support 
– both financial and practical – to adapt where necessary and ultimately recover. Businesses 
which join the Directory will have access to practical support from GrowBiz and the enterprise 
agencies, invitations to exclusive events and also be eligible to apply for a REDS grant, once 
funding is in place, which will help owners develop their businesses in collaboration with other 
rural businesses.” 
 
Young people are one of the key target groups which the REDS directory is designed to support, 
recognising the need to encourage more young people in rural areas to consider 
entrepreneurship as a career path. The recent Benny Higgins report called for a two-year jobs 
guarantee for 16 to 25-year-olds as part of a range of measures to help the Scottish economy recover 
from the impact of COVID-19. 
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1 A micro-enterprise is defined as any business employing fewer than 10 people and/or with a turnover of less than 
£500k. 
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With fewer employment opportunities in rural areas and a greater percentage of people self-
employed, GrowBiz recognises the urgent need to support young people in pursuing opportunities to 
start and grow their own businesses, thereby contributing to the local economy and their 
communities. 
 
There is no up-front fee to join the directory for small businesses but there is a monthly listing 
subscription of £10 after the first month, to cover the costs of running the directory and 
ensuring it is kept live and up to date. This will include access to exclusive monthly REDS events 
and learning sessions as well as the other benefits of being a member.  
 
No subscriptions will be due until October 1st 2020 for early sign-ups, and for the first 50 
subscribers, this free period will be extended until January 1st 2021.  
 
Alongside the Directory, GrowBiz is running a CrowdFund Scotland campaign for the REDS Fund: 
Supporting Rural Scotland’s Future, aiming to raise £3 million, which will support almost 1200 
rural micro-enterprises across Scotland. Membership of the Directory will be a requirement for 
any business applying for grant support from the REDS Fund. 
 
Brierton concluded; “Over 60% of rural and island businesses in Scotland had to halt all business 
activity at the start of the pandemic.  Although many have been able to reopen in some form or 
another, the financial impact of such a lengthy period of non -trading will make it impossible for 
many businesses to fully recover. We want to reach and support as many of Scotland’s rural 
businesses and micro-enterprises as possible, providing a vital resource for rural communities as 
they recover and rebuild.” 

Joe Sykes, founder of Perthshire-based Joelato Gelato said; “Scotland’s rural businesses have 
faced incredible pressures over the past few months. As an ambitious micro-enterprise in the 
early stages of our business journey, we are delighted to be part of the REDS Directory. It’s a 
great initiative which allows rural businesses to be visible, to connect and to get the support we 
need to overcome the challenges which we have faced during the Coronavirus pandemic.” 
 

To find out more about the REDS directory, please email connect@reds.scot. To apply, simply fill 
in the application form at www.reds.scot/signup. 

ENDS           27 August 2020 
 
For further information on the REDS directory and GrowBiz, contact Gaynor Simpson on 07790 104073 or email 
gaynor@wearevibrant.co.uk 
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Notes to Editors  

• Nearly 25% of adults in rural Scotland are self-employed (more than twice the rate of urban areas). 

• Rural communities and businesses face a range of challenges, including inconsistent broadband coverage, poor 
transport links and greater distances to food supplies and health services. 

• GrowBiz is an independent, community-based organisation, founded in 2007 by local people in Perthshire to support 
rural enterprises. GrowBiz provides support to anyone starting or growing a business in rural Scotland. 

• GrowBiz is part-funded by Perth and Kinross Council, Scottish Enterprise and the Scottish Government. The Making 
Rural Business Digital project is supported by the Rural Perth and Kinross LEADER Programme 2014-2020: The 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development: Europe investing in rural areas. www.pkleader.org 

• Since October 2016, GrowBiz has supported more than 1500 rural enterprises across all sectors 

• GrowBiz runs an award-winning mentoring programme, which currently has over 70 participants and which is the first 
and only business programme in Scotland to achieve the Scottish Mentoring Network Quality Standard 

• The REDS fund will provide flexible 50:50 grants for micro-businesses and social enterprises across rural Scotland. The 
initial aim is to raise £3million and support an initial target of at least 1200 micro-businesses, with a larger goal of 
building a fund of £10million. 

• The REDS directory aims to reach 3000 of Scotland’s rural micro enterprises by the end of 2021 
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